80       r	NON-VIOLENCE  IN PEACE  AND  WAR
I may not carry my argument any further. Language
at best is but a poor vehicle for expressing one's thoughts
in full. For me non-violence is not a mere philosophical
principle. It is the rule and the breath of my life. I know
I fail often, sometimes consciously, more often uncon-
sciously. It is a matter not of the intellect but of the heart.
True guidance comes by constant waiting upon God, by
utmost humility, self-abnegation, by beings ever ready to
sacrifice one's self. Its practice requires fearlessness and
courage of the highest order. I am painfully aware of my
failings.
But the Light within me is steady and clear. There is
no escape for any of us save through Truth and non-violence.
I know that war is wrong, is an unmitigated evil, I know
too that it has got to go. I firmly believe that freedom won
through bloodshed or fraud is no freedom. Would that all
the acts alleged against me were found to be wholly in-
defensible rather than that by any act of mine non-violence
was held to be compromised or that I was ever thought to
be in favour of violence or untruth in any shape or form.
Not violence, not untruth, but non-violence., Truth is the
law of our being.
Young India, 13-9-1928
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'WHAT ARE WE TO DO?'
Two weeks ago I wrote in Navajivan a note on the
tragedy in Godhra, where Shri Purushottam Shah brave-
ly met his death at the hands of his assailants, and gave the
note the heading 'Hindu Muslim Fight in Godhra'. Several
Hindus did not like the heading and addressed angry letters
asking me to correct it. I found it impossible to accede to
their demand. Whether there is one victim or more, whe-
ther one assumes the offensive and the other simply suffers,
I should describe the event as a fight, if the whole series of
happenings were the result of a state of war between the
two communities. Whether in Godhra or in other places

